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1. He travelled widely in later life, and in Lydia he met Croesus, to whom 
he made his famous remark that no man could be said to have lived a happy 
life until he was dead. Establishing the Heliaea (he-Iee-A-uh), the courts of 
justice administered by all citizens, was his most radical measure. FTP, name 
this Athenian statesman and legislator who ended civil strife in 594 by ending 
serfdom and cancelling debts. 
Answer: Solon 

2. Inspired by the songs of the wandering rhapsodes, he composed a hymn 
which won him a tripod at the poetry competition of the funeral games in 
honor of Amphidamas in Cha1cis. He and his brother Perses were likely farmers 
in southern Boeotia, and when Perses successfully sued him in order to gain a 
greater share of their father's inheritance, he dedicated a work to him. FTP, 
name this Greek poet, whose works include Theogonyand Works and Days. 
Answer: Hesiod 

3. He discovered the irregularity in the moon's motion known as the 
evection and wrote the Tetrabiblos, a study of astronomy. Despite its many 
errors, his Geography reamined in use until the sixteenth century. FTP, name 
this Greco-Egyptian mathematician, geographer, and astronom~r, who 
presented a geocentric cosmological theory in his Almagest. 
Answers: Claudius Ptolemaeus or Ptolemy 

4. The modern city was founded on the coast in 1858 after an earthquake 
razed the old town situated to the southwest. In ancient times it had the two 
ports of Lechaeum (leck-EE-um) and Cenchreae (ken-KRAY-ee), each situated on 
a different body of water, and it was the wealthiest city in Greece for most of 
the period from 750 to 146. FTP, nctme this city, situated on the isthmus of 
the same name which links the Peloponnesus with the rest of Europe. 
Answer: Corinth 

5. Invented by the Asiatic Greeks, among the finest examples of this type of 
column are at the Erechtheum in Athens. They have a base usually composed 
of a torus, or convex molding, a scotia, or concave modeling, and another 
torus; and a shaft with twenty-four semicircular flutes separated by narrow 
bands. FTP, name this style of column, whose capital is distinguished by two 
pairs of scrolls, on the front and the back, each joined by a graceful curve 
under a very thin abacus. 
Answer: Ionic 

6. Although dressed in clothing that is neither Argive nor Greek, the titular 
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characters claim to be Argive by birth because their mother was the ill-fated 10. 
King Pelasgus then defies the herald of King Aegyptus, who has sent his sons to 
claim their prizes. FTP, name this earliest surviving tragedy by Aeschylus, 
based on the legends about the fifty daughters of Danaus. 
Answers: The Suppliants or The Suppliant Women 

7. Hippocrates argued that this "sacred disease" was caused by excessive 
phlegm which cut off the airflow to the brain and hence intelligence or 
consciousness, since air was thought to be the source of intelligence. Plato later 
hypothesized that it was caused by white phlegm mixing with black bile which 
then spread throughout the "divine circuits" of the head, in effect short
circuiting the brain. FTP, name this disorder resulting from rapid, 
uncontrolled electrical activities in the brain, characterized by periodic 
convulsive seizures. 
Answer: Epilepsy 

8. His first production was the Orge circa 321, and his other works include 
The Shearing of Glycera, The Girl from Sam os, and The Arbitration. In 1898, 
1905, and 1957, scraps of papyrus which had served as packing for legal 
documents in Egypt were discovered which serve as the sources for his only 
surviving extant work: Dyskolos, or The Grouch. FTP, name this Greek poet, 
the most famous writer of New Comedy. 
Answer: Menander 

9. With the stroke of an axe, he delivered the full-grown Athena from the 
head of Zeus. According to Homer, he gave Hera a golden throne from which 
she could not arise as revenge for throwing him out of heaven because she was 
ashamed at his deforming lameness. FTP, name this husband of Aphrodite 
and the Greek god of fire and metal-working. 
Answer: Hephaestus (do not accept "Vulcan" under any circumstances) 

10. In 280 it was established for a second time, and was governed by two 
bodies: an assembly based on population, and a council composed of one 
representative from each city-state. In 146, the third one waged a suicidal 
losing war against Rome, which responded by destroying Corinth and ending 
Greek liberties. FTP, name this league of Greek cities, named for the region of 
ancient Greece found in the North Peloponnesus on the Gulf of Corinth. 
Answer: Achaean League 

11. His primary interest was geometry, and in On the Measurement of the 
Circle, he determined the area and circumference of a circle and gave an 
arithmetical approximation to the value of pi: greater than 3 1/7 and less 
than 3 10/71. One of the first to apply geometry to mathematics and 



hydrostatics, he proved the law of the lever entirely by geometry. FTP, name 
this scientist, whose principle states that a body immersed in a fluid is buoyed 
up by a force equal to the weight of the displaced fluid. 
Answer: Archimedes 

12. Epops describes to Euelpides and Pisthetairos a town on the Red Sea 
where true friendship reigns over snobbery and the enjoyment of sex is 
encouraged. However, the two elderly Athenians, who have grown tired of 
petty politics, soon hit upon a plan to build an exciting utopia instead. FTP, 
name this comedy by Aristophanes, which concerns the advantages poseesed 
by the beings who inhabit a city in the clouds. 
Answer: The Birds 

13. The Greek general thinned his center ranks and reinforced the wings, 
using an enfolding technique to throw the Persian ranks into confusion. 
Fought on a plain northeast of Athens, this battle was a great victory for the 
Athenian Miltiades. FTP, name this battle from the Peloponnesian War, where 
a Greek victory in 490 over the Persians ended Darius' Greek ambitions. 
Answer: Marathon 

14. The youthful godling Iacchus was connected with them, although almost 
nothing was known about him, save that he was later identified with 
Dionysius. Begun in late Mycenaean times, they centered about the abduction 
of Persephone by Hades, her return, and the subsquent reconciliation of 
Demeter and Hades. FTP, name these principal secret rites of ancient Greece. 
Answer: Eleusinian Mysteries 

15. He is credited with the discovery of the precession of the equinoxes and 
the eccentricity of the sun's apparent orbit. He is also believed to have been 
the first to make systematic use of trigonometry, but of his works only one, a 
commentary on the work of Aratus and Eudoxus, survives. FTP, name this 
astronomer, who made the first known comprehensive chart of the heavens 
giving the positions of at least 850 stars. 
Answer: Hipparchus 

16. According to Plutarch, Solon disapproved of this man's works and 
considered them "lies", but Pisistratus supported him. The first to appear on 
the Athenian stage as an actor separated from the chorus, he introduced a 
prologue and set speeches into what had previously been a wholly choral 
performance. FTP, name this Attic poet, regarded as the father of Greek 
tragedy, whose name is now an adjective referring to drama in general. 
Answer: Thespis 



17. Numbering Cleanthes and Chrysippus among its adherents, it equated 
the real with the material and defined the active principle'in the universe as 
Force or God. It sought to be in harmony with nature and the divine will, and 
this philosophy is characterized by a detachment from the outside world. FTP, 
name this school of Greek philosophy, founded by Zeno of Citium and which 
derived its name from the painted colonnade or porch at Athens in which 
Zeno and his successors lectured. 
Answer: Stoicism 

18. In order to escape arrest when Antipater and Craterus took Athens, he 
took poison. His works include On the Peace, On the Embassy, On the Affairs of 
the Chersonese, and On the Crown. FTP, name this most famous of all Greek 
orators, who opposed the encroachment of Philip II of Macedon. 
Answer: Demosthenes 

19. Purified of murder by her aunt Circe, she persuaded the three daughters 
of Pelias that she could rejuvenate him if they would cut him into pieces, 
which they did, killing him. After murdering her two children, she escaped 
from Corinth in a chariot drawn by winged serpents to Athens, where she 
married Aegeus. FTP, name this wife of Jason, who helped him steal the 
Golden Fleece from her father, Aietes. 
Answer: Medea 

20. Copies of his most renowned works such as Aphrodite of Cnidus and 
Apollo Sauroctonus can be found at the Vatican. It is possible, though not 
certain, that he worked on the Mausoleum during his lifetime in the fourth 
century. FTP, name this famous Attic sculptor, whose Hermes with the Infant 
Dionysus is the only undisputed extant original by any of the ancient masters. 
Answer: Praxiteles 

21. Located near the foot of Mount Parnassus, it was the meeting place of the 
Amphictyonic League. Perhaps its most famous inhabitant was the Pythia, who 
sat on a tripod over a cleft in the rock speaking incomprehensibly. FTP, name 
this town in Phocis, the seat of the most famous and powerful oracle of Ancient 
Greece. 
Answer: Delphi 

22. On his advice, the Athenians rebuilt their city walls and erected a walled 
way to the port at Pireaus. Ostracized circa 471 B.c., he moved to Argos, but 
was accused of treason and eventually fled to the Persian court of Artaxerxes, 
where he was awarded the Asian kingdom of Magnesia. FTP, name this 
statesman and general, whose strategy brought about the decisive Athenian 
victory over the Persians at Salamis. 



1. Answer these related "physics" questions FTP each. 

A. This theory concerned the nature of the physical world, stating that 
matter was composed of timy, indivisible particles in constant motion. 
Answer: Atomism 

B. Atomic theory was most famously expounded by this pupil of Leucippus. 
Answer: Democritus 

c. While Leucippus and Democritus held that the primary properties of 
atoms were shape, arrangement, and position alone; this other thinker added 
weight to that list of primary properties. 
Answer: Epicurus 

2. Answer these questions about the greatest of the tyrants of Athens 
FTSNOP. 

A. FTP, name this great tyrant, who created the position for himself in 560 
and who, for the most part, retained the consitution of his predecessor, Solon. 
Answer: Pisistratus 

B. F15P, Pisitratus died in 527, and this son succeeded him as tyrant. 
Answer: Hippias 

c. FFP, Pisistratus added dramatic contests to the festival dedicated to this 
god. 
Answer: Dionysius 

3. Name these Greek lyric poets FTSNOP. 

A. FFP, this most famous Greek poet and a particular favorite of the ancient 
Romans was a native of the island of Lesbos. 
Answer: Sappho 

B. FTP, this Greek poet, also known as the Dircaean Swan, was born near 
Thebes. His works are mainly liturgical odes which were composed on 
commission to the winners of the pan-Hellenic games. 
Answer: Pindar 

C. F15P, traditionally an associate of Sappho, he wrote both light and 
political verse, and the strophe allegedly created by him was admired and 
adopted by Horace. The syllabic pattern of his lyrical meter is virtually 
impossible to reproduce in English, and is therefore little more than a curiosity 



in English poetry. 
Answer: . Alcaeus 

4. Name these Labors of Heracles from a short description FTP each. 

A. Heracles made his way to the underworld and dragged this three-headed 
dog to show to Eurystheus before returning him to Hades. 
Answer: Cerberus 

B. Heracles also captured the girdle of this Amazon queen. 
Answers: Hippolyta or Antiope 

C. Heracles killed this three-bodied, three-headed monster whose oxen ate 
human flesh and which were guarded by a two-headed dog. 
Answer: Geryon 

5. Answer these questions about ancient geometry FTSNOP. 

A. Five for one, fifteen for both, name the geometer who introduced the 
deductive system for the presentation of mathematics and his most famous 
mathematical work composed of thirteen books. 
Answer: Elements 

B. One consequence of the critical examination of Euclid's system was the 
discovery in the early nineteenth century c.E. that one of his postulates can 
not be proved from the others. On the contrary, by substituting a different 
postulate for this parallel postulate two different self-consistent forms of non
Euclidean geometry were deduced. Give the number of the postulate F15P, or a 
reasonable explanation of the postulate FFP. 
Answers: Fifth postulate or One and only one line parallel to a given line 
can be drawn through a point external to the line (or equivalents) 

6. Answer these questions about Aristotle FTP each. 

A. Aristotle founded this school in Athens in 335. 
Answers: Lyceum or Peripatetic School 

B. This most popular and influential work, divided into ten books, derives 
its name from the old tradition that credits his son with arranging and editing 
his father's notes, which deal primarily with the good life. 
Answer: Nicomachean Ethics 

C. Aristotle's theory of causality gives four causes for all actions. All or 



nothing, name these four causes. 
Answers: Material, Formal, Efficient, Final 

7. Answer these questions about a group of famous Greek sculptures FTP 
each. 

A. First, name this collection, removed from Athens during the early 
nineteenth century C.E., which includes the bulk of the surviving sculptural 
decoration of the Parthenon. 
Answer: Elgin Marbles 

B. Next, name the Greek sculptor of the fifth century, known for his colossal 
statues, notably Zeus of Olympia and Athena Parthenos of whose school the 
Elgin Marbles are an example. 
Answer: Phidias 

C. The Elgin Marbles currently reside in this London establishment. 
Answer: British Museum 

8. Answer these questions about the Peloponnesian Wars FTSNOP. 

A. FFP, most of our infromation about the war comes from this Athenian 
general's history. 
Answer: Thucydides 

B. FTP, the defection of this Athenian general during the ill-omened 
expedition to Sicily gave Sparta increased strength. 
Answer: Alcibiades 

C. F15P, when the Athenian fleet was defeated at this 405 battle, Sparta 
succeeded in reducing Athens to a second-rate power. 
Answer: Aegospotami 

9. Answer these questions about Spartan society FTP each. 

A. The city-state of Sparta was founded by this last group of 
northern invaders of Greece. 
Answer: Dorians 

B. This Spartan class was composed of serfs bound to the land. 
Answer: Helots 

C. Between the ruling Spartiate class and the helots was this class 



of freemen that were permitted to carry on commerce and handicrafts. 
Answer: · Perioeci (pear-e-OH-ih-see) 

10. Answer these questions about the study of the human body in the 
ancient world FTSNOP. 

A. F15P, this Sicilian, living circa 495 to 435, was the first to develop the 
Humour Theory. 
Answer: Empedocles 

B. FTP, the heart, as the furnace of the blood, was thought to be cooled by 
this other organ. 
Answer: Lungs 

C. FFP, in the 3rd century Greek rational medicine made huge advances in 
anatomy in this city when the Greeks were introduced to the Egyptian culture. 
Answer: Alexandria 

11. Answer these questions about the Oedipus myth FTP each. 

A. This playwright composed Oedipus Rex and Oedipus at Colonus. 
Answer: Sophocles 

B. Oedipus was the son of Laius, of the Theban dynasty founded by this 
man. 
Answer: Cadmus 

C. Two answers required: banished from Thebes and shunned by these two 
sons, Oedipus cursed them and wandered as an outcast for many years. 
Answers: Eteocles, Polynices 

12. Answer these questions about a prominent Athenian leader FTSNOP. 

A. FFP, name this Athenian general and statesman, whose views on an 
idealized Athens are expressed in the famous Funeral Oration in Book Two of 
Th ucydides' History. 
Answer: Pericles 

B. FFP, under Pericles, Athens came to dominate this federation of Greek 
ci ty-states. 
Answer: Delian League 

C. FTP, as a right wing democrat, Pericles stands out in contrast to the 



extreme democrats, such as this man who succeeded him. 
Answer: · Cleon 

D. FTP, this mistress of Pericles was born in Miletus and lived with him in 
Athens from about 440. 
Answer: Aspasia 

13. Name the Platonic works from a description FTP each. 

A. Set two days before Socrates' execution, a friend of his comes to visit him 
in prison. The friend urges him to escape from prison and go to Thessaly, but 
Socrates rejects his arguments. 
Answer: Cri to 

B. Set on the porch of King Archon shortly before Socrates faces his accuser, 
Meletus, Socrates characterizes the virtue of piety and argues that Athenians 
do not understand the nature of piety or impiety. 
Answer: Euthyphro 

C. The titular character, an Athenian mathematician, has been mortally 
wounded in the Corinthian War and the news recalls to a friend a conversation 
that the titular character and Socrates had about the nature of knowledge. 
Answer: Theaetetus 

14. Answer these questions about the battle of Thermopylae FTP each. 

A. This king led the Persian army during the battle. 
Answer: Xerxes 

B. This Spartan king lost the battle and was killed, but ensured his place in 
history with his heroic struggle. 
Answer: Leonidas 

C. This neoclassicist painted Leonidas at Thermopyiae. 
Answer: Jacques-Louis David 

15. Name these features of the Greek theater from a short description FTP 
each. 

A. This was the level area in front of the scene building on which most of 
the play's action took place. 
Answer: Prosceni urn 



B. This circular area at ground level was enclosed on three sides by the U-
shaped theatron, and was the dancing place of the chorus. Originally a simple 
dirt floor, it was later paved in stone. 
Answer: Orchestra 

C. The chorus assembled in the orchestra after marching in from one of 
these two entrance passages. 
Answer: Parados 

16. Answer these questions about Medusa FTSNOP. 

A. FFP, this hero killed Medusa by looking only at her reflection in Athena's 
shield. 
Answer: Perseus 

B. FTP, Perseus later used Medusa's head in his quest to rescue this daughter 
of Cepheus and Cassiopeia. 
Answer: Andromeda 

C. F15P, Medusa earned Athena's wrath (and her serpentine hair and 'stony' 
visage) by dallying in her temple with this god. 
Answer: Poseidon 

17. The Greeks loved their games. The Pan-Hellenic games, that is. Five for 
one, ten for two, twenty for three or thirty for all four, name the four Pan
Hellenic games of ancient Greece. 
Answers: Olympian or Olympic, Pythian or Pythic, Isthmian or Isthmic, 
Nemean or Nemeic 

18. Name these questions about Andromache FTP each. 

A. This playwright made her the heroine of an eponymous drama. 
Answer: Euripides 

B. In Homer's Iliad, she was the wife of this Trojan. 
Answer: Hector 

C. In Euripides' Andromache, she has been carried off to Thessaly by this 
Greek. 
Answer: Neoptolemus 

19. Answer these related questions about ancient Greek astronomy FTP each. 



A. The dominant model in astronomical theory down to the end of the 
fourth century was this man's doctrine of concentric spheres. 
Answer: Eudoxus 

B. Later, a theory was put forward by Apollonius of Perga regarding the 
movement of the heavens. It stated that heavenly bodies moved in either 
eccentric circles (circles whose center did not correspond with the center of the 
earth), and this sort of movement, in which a heavenly body moved in a circle 
whose center itself moved along a second circle. 
Answer: Epicycle 

C. Eccentric circles and epicycles attempted to explain many heavenly 
motions unaccounted for in earlier theories, such as this apparent movement 
from west to east relative to the fixed stars. 
Answer: Retrograde 

20. Answer these questions about the music of ancient Greece FTSNOP. 

A. FFP, this type of poetry was set to music, and was usually accompanied 
by the lyre. 
Answer: Lyric 

B. FTP, this muse was associated with music and lyric poetry -- her symbol 
was a flute. 
Answer: Euterpe 

C. F15P, this ancient Greek instrument of the lyre class had a wooden 
sounding board. 
Answer: Ci thara 




